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- MATTHEW v. 47. 


What do ye more than others ? 


—_— 


Queſt, KA NMHEREIN ſhould Chriſtians be 
| ſingular in their Obedience 
W Or, what may they and muſt 

they do more than others © 
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Anſw. TAKE the Anſwer in theſe Ten Rules, 
containing the Character of a Chriſtian, 


Rurz I Heartily love them that flight you, and 


wiſh and ſcek the good of thoſe that hate you, and ſeek 
to hurt you. I His is the very Thing urged in the 
Text, If you ſalute your Brethern only, and love them 
that love you, do not even the Publicans the ſame ? 


Matth. v. 46, 47. To love them that reſpe& and 


value us, this every one can do; but to love them 
truly that think meanly of us, and have Prejudices 
and hard Thoughts againſt us, and to ſpeak well 


of them that ſpeak evil of us: This is to do more 
than others. Thus the Martyr Cranmer, of whom » 
it was a Proverb, Do the Biſhop of Canterbury a. 


Di and you ſball ever have him your Friend. 
T 


us that holy Man, in his parting. Words, I. 
had never any greater Pleaſure in all my Life 
«-than to forget and forgive Injuries, and to ſhew _ 


« Kindneſs: to them that ſought evil to me.” 
Study who have offended you, and diſobliged you, 
and flighted you, and keep up good Thoughts of 
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them, 
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them, if the Cauſe will bear it, and ſpeak nothing 
but Good of them, and think what Kindneſs you 
may ſhew them: Pray for them, . wiſh well for 


them, /o ſhall you be the Children of your Father 
which is in Heaven. 


RuLE II. Swim againſt the Stream. The Dead 
will ſwim with, but the Living againſt the Stream. 
When Religion is in Faſhion, every one will be 
in it: But to bear Head againſt the Current of 
the Times, to be for ſtrict Godlineſs in all your 
Ways, when the Stream runs quite againſt it, and 
to reſolve as David did, to be yet more vile, this is 
to be and to do more than others. To be ſingu- 
lar in your good Choice and Reſolutions, with 
Jaſbua, though all ſhould vote againſt you; and, 
with Nah, to be perfect in your Generations, 
when never fo adulterous; and to walk with God, 
when all Fleſh have corrupted their Way, this is 
to do more than others. 


RVE III. Take more Care of that which is maſt 
out of ſight. A Chriſtian's Eye is moſt on the 
Things leaſt ſeen : 1. Upon his Heart; herein he 
doth exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Phariſces, 
whoſe great. care was to keep all fair and clean 
that came to view. Make great Conſcience of 
your Carriage in Secret, and let your main Guard 
be upon your Hearts. 2. Upon his Hape. Others 
look to the Things ſeen; Things in Hand: But 
the true Believer walks by Faith, not by Sight, 
and lives a quite different Life from any others 
in the World beſides, As living upon the Hopes 
of Heaven doth differ from living on Pleaſures, 
Profits, and Honours of the World. 


RUE IV. Be merciful to others Failings, and 
very ſevere to your own, To aggrayate our 2 
| he vile 
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Fvils, and to have an Excuſe ready for our Bro- 
ther's, to cenſure ourſelves freely, and to come 


with a Mantle behind us to cover our Brother; 
this is to do more than others. The Servant of 


God rebukes others with Meekneſs, but falls out 


eaſily and bitterly with himſelf. 


RuLt V. Suffer rather than Sin. To go ſo far 


with Chrift as our Way lies together, is to do no 
more than an unſound Profeſſor may reach: to: 
The Trial is when Chri/?s Intereſt and ours do 


croſs ; and we muſteither baulk our Duty, or our 


Safety and Advantage. The famous Martyr un- 
der Julian, would not give one Half-penny to- 
wards the building of the Idol's Temple, though 
he was offered his Life on thoſe Terms. When 


a Man ſhall lie in outward Miſery, and have a- 


Door of Deliverance open, if he will but fin, and 


yet he will not accept it, this is to do more than 


others. 


RUTE VI. Rejoice in Loſſes for Chriſt, and glory 
in the. WM When we take brature in Infirmi- 
ties, in Tribulations, and rejoice that we are 
counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for the Name of 


Chri}, this is to da more than others. When the 


Servants of Gop. ſhall not only patiently but tri- 


umphantly undergo the Croſſes that rack the Hearts 


of others; when. Paul and Silas ſing in the Stocks, 
and the Martyrs embrace the Faggots and kiſs 
the Stake: When the valiant Pilot ſhall ſay of his 
Priſon, In the Fudgment of the World we are in 


Hell, but ¶I find in it the fweet Conſolation of Hea-- 


ven; and the holy Bradford, My Priſon is ſweeter 
to me than my Parlour, than any Pleaſure I have had 
in all my Life. This is to exceed others. 
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Roxx VII. Make a true Conſcience of -the leaſt ' 
Sin, but moſt Conſcience of the greateſt. In one of 
theſe will the Unbeliever be found tardy. It _ 
be he will fly from open Sins, and ſtartle at Gee O 
ſtaring Sins; but of little Sins he makes little Con- 
ſcience ; or elſe, he will be very tender of little 
Things, ſcruple the picking the Ears of Corn on 
the Sabbath-day, or the curing of the Sick, and 
ſtrain at the Gnat, when he will in other Things 
ſwallow a Camel, devour Widows Houſes. The 
Sincere will indulge no Sin; grieves for, groans 
under, cries out feelingly againſt his very Infir- 
mities, but moſt dreads what Gop moſt hates. 


RuLE VIII. Alla yourſelves in the Neglect of no 
Drity, but * yourſelves for the Duties of moſt - 
I/aght, To tithe Mint and Cummin, and neg- 
lect Judgment, Mercy and Faith; to be zealous. 
for human Ceremonies, Ordinances, and Mens 
Traditions, and omit the weightier Matters of 
the Law, is the Phariſees Way, To eye both the 
Tables, to join ſweetly together Morality and 
Ys to be punctual with Men, but not careleſs. 
of God; to give to Cz/ar the Things that are Cæ- 
ſar's, but firſt to give to Gop the Things that be 
God's; this is to do more than others. The ſin- 
cere Chriſtian hath Reſpect to all Gop's Com- 
mandments, walks in all his Statutes ; is through- 
out with Gop, but he is moſt zealous in thoſe. 
Things that lie next the Heart of Religion. 


RuLE IX. T# love your Reprovers. Herein 
Dawid doth more than Abab: See their contrary 
Frames, 1 Kings-xxii. 8. P/al. cxli. 5. 


RuLE X. Subject all your worldly intereſt to yer | 
Maker*s Glory, and perform holy Duties with holy. 
| 4 Ends; 
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Ends; while other do their beſt Actions with car- 


nal Aims, you muſt do your common Actions 
with heavenly Aims. 


Q. How may we Fnow when we de more than 
others that are unſound ? 


TI snarr anſwer this Queſtion by propounding 
eight Queſtions to you, heſeeching you to retire | 
to the moſt ſolemn and ſtrict Examination, aud 
make conſcience to give a clear Anſwer to theſe 
few Interrogatories. . 

Q. 1 hben others pick and chuſe, haue you Re- 
ſpe? to all GoD's Commandments? T he found Chri- 
ian ſets all Gop's Commands before him: He 
eyes all his Copy, and heartily ſtudies a through- 
out Conformity: Hedoth not fear the Lorp and 
ſerve other Gods, nor divides his Service between 
God and Mammon ; but he is allfor Uniformity, 
and entirely devoted to Gop's Service and Fear 
alone: He hath a good Conſcience, willing in all 
Things to live honeſtly, and doth forſake all his 
Sins, and keep all his Statutes, that are known 
to him, | 


LEr me therefore aſk you two Queſtions : 


(1.) WHEN others divide the Tables, do you join 
them in your Praftice? The Hypocrite may be 
juſt and ſquare towards Men, but follow him to 
his Family or Cloſet you ſhall find but little of 
Gop : His Family is neglected, his Soul is neg- 
lected : Or it may be he is a forward firſt table 
Man, but you ſhall find him tardy in the ſecond, 
He will make many Prayers, and long Prayers, 
yet no Conſcience of devouring Widows RN 
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HE is a great Pretender to Picty, but mean while 
neglects Judgment and Mercy. The Sincere join 
all together: He is ſo far careful for Juſtice with 
Men, that mean while he will not neglect the firſt 
and great Part of Juſtice, to give Gop his Due. 
He doth juſtly, he loves Mercy, but withal walks 
humbly with God : He walketh ſoberly with Re- 
F / ſpe to himſelf, righteouſly towards his Neigh- 
| > J bour, and godly towards his Maker. He is not 
one of theſe that are good only on his Knees, but 
| you ſhall find him every where conſciencious : You. 
3 mall have Temperance at his Table, Chaſtity and 
| Modeſty in his Behaviour, Grace and Truth in his 
| Works, Charity in his Deeds, Faithfulneſs in his. 
| Truſt, Juſtice in his Dealings. He doth- not only. 


ſeem to be religious; but bridleth his Tongue; 
he is not only a good Chriſtian, but a good Neigli- 
| bour; not only a good Man, but a good Huſband, 
1 a good Maſter, a dutiful Child, a diligent and 
| faithful Servant, a good Subject. In a Word, he 
make a great Conſcience of diſcharging the Du- 


ties of his Relations among Men. 


: 
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| (z.) When. others ſtict in Externals, do you look 
to the ſpiritual Part of every Command, and princi- 
pally mind the inward Vitals of Religion? Do you 
not only make Conſcience of. — Duties, 
but carefully look to the Manner of performing 
them, and the Ends for which you perform them! 

Do you not only make Conſcience of open, but of 

ſecret Sins? Do you abound above all in ſecret 

Duties? Do you keep a Watch upon your Hearts, 

and make Conſcience not only of the groſs Acts o 

Sin, but even of ſinful Thoughts, Inclinations and 

Deſires ? 


— 
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þ Q. H. WHEN others have had their Reſerves in 


claſing with Chriſt, da you give up all to Him _ x 


MM. Be 3+ 


4 Have you taken Chri/? deliberately, under- 

ſtandingly, fitting down firſt, and counting the 
Coſt ?- Have you not ſecret Reſerves for your own 

Eaſe, Safety, Eftate, beloved Sin? Have you, 

upon ſolemn Conſideration, accepted Chri/t as the 
Lok your Rightcouſneſs, for better, for worſe, for 
all Changes of Times and Conditions? To run 
all Hazards with Him, and to take your Lot with 
Him, fall as it will ? 


Q. III. WHEN others are for a little Religion by 
the by, do you make Religion your Buſjineſs* Do 
you not put off Gop with the World's Leavings, 
and ſerve Him when you are at Leifure? Muſt. 
not Gop ſtand by while the World is firſt ferved ? 
And are not your Souls the leaſt of your Cares, 
and put off with. ſome Scraps of your Time:? Is 
Religion your Trade, and your Converſation in 
Heaven? Do you walk with Gop, or have you 
only now and then a- Turm with Him? When 
you have ended your Prayers, is there an End of 
your Religion ' till you come to them again, or de 
you carry on a Deſign of Religion throughout your 
whole Courſe? Have you only a Liſt of Religion 
at the Outſide of the Piece, or is the Woof of Re- 
ligion woven into the whole Cloth? into Heart 
and Life? into your Diſcourſe, and Trades, and. 
Tables? Do you fi#/? ſeek the Kingdom of Go, 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof ? Is it the chief Care 
of your Lives that Gop be ſerved, and your Souls 
be ſaved? And is this the one Thing neceſſary 
with you, that you are. moſt ſollicitous about? 
Do your very Hearts fay, with Dav:d, One Thing 
have I defired of the LORD, and that I will ſeck 


after ? 
Q. IV. Wu others are for the Wages of Re- 
ligion are you for the Wark? Can you ſay, with 
David, 
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David, T have choſen thy Precepts? Had you ra- 
ther be holy than otherwiſe, if you were at your 
Choice? Had. you rather be God's Servant, and 
live at his Command, than at your own Luſts? 
Do you count the Laws of Chriſt your Heritage, 
or rather do you not count them your Bondage? 
Do you chaſe not only the Wages of Righteouſ- 
neſs, but the Ways of Righteouſneſs ? Are God's 
Commandments your Delight? Andare the ſweet- 
eſt Hours of your Lives the Hours you ſpend with 
Him? Do you never enjoy yourſelves ſo much 
as when you moſt enjoy Gop.?! Is his Service the 
greateſt Comfort? And is it Meat and Drink to 
you to do his Will, unleſs when yow are not your- 
ſelves, in the Time of Temptations or Oppreſſion ? 
Do you make uſe of holy Duties only as Men do 
of Phyſick, when they are ill at Eaſe, when Con- 
icience laſheth, or Afflictions ſting, or to pacify: 
Gop, that he may not hurt you? Or, do you 
ule them as yous daily Bread, and Staff of your 
Life, and Means of'your Comtorts?* 


Q. V. WHEN others are for a cheap and eaſy Re- 
ligion, are you for Self-demal? When others are 
for the Religion that will ſerve them beſt, are you 
for that which will ſerve. Gop beſt? When 
others are all upon the ſparing Hand, and will 
{pare what may be ſpared, and ſtudy how they 
may beſt ſave Charges in going to Heaven, are 
mY of princely Spirits, to reſolve nat to ſerve the 

ORD with that which will coſt you nothing? Is 
your Courſe of Religion ſuch as doth put your 
Fleſh to it, and croſs and curb. its Defires, or do 
you love to give it what it craves, and ſuffer it to 
take its own Way? Have you no Enemy you 
dread ſo much as Self? Do you pamper. and 
pleaſe it, and make Proviſion for it, or do you 


Pray. 
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pray and watch againſt itz and grieve for its Infir- 
mities, and had rather than all the World that this 
Enemy were under your Feet? 


Q. VI. WHen others are for no more of Religion 


than needs muſt, are you for the Height 75 Religion? 
Some are very inquiſitive what is the loweſt pitch 
of Religion that a Man may have, and go to Hea- 
ven : But the fincere Chriſtian, though ſatisfied 
that his State is ſafe, will reſt in no Attainments 
in Grace, but reaches forward, and preſſes on, if 
it were poſſible, to attain to the Reſurrection of 
the Dead. He that doth not deſire, and deſign, and 
endeavour Perfection, never yet came up to Sincerity. 
A true Believer deſires Holineſs for Holineſs Sake, 
and therefore is ſet upon perfecting Holineſs, 
Others deſire it only for Heaven's Sake, and there- 
fore are only for ſo much as will bear their Charges 
thither. Others make uſe of Holineſs only as a 
Bridge to Heaven, and therefore are for no more 
than will juſt ſerve their Turn. The true Be- 
liever hath a holy Nature, and therefore Holi- 
neſs is his Element and natural Employment; and 
he muſt needs deſire Holmeſs in its Height, be- 
cauſe every Nature reaches after Perfection in its 
Kind. He deſires not Holineſs becauſe it is the 


Way to Heaven, but he loves Heaven the better 


for the holy way that leads to it, and for the per- 
fect Holineſs which is there. 


Q. VII. WHEN others are all for- the Salvation 
of Chriſt, are you as truly for Sandtificatian by 
hriſt ? Do you take * as Gop offers Him, 
with all his Offices and Benefits, to be both a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance as well 


as Remiſſion of Sins? Are you deſirous of the 


Dominion of Chriſt, as well as Deliverance by 
| Chrift ? 
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C Do you cloſe with his Burden, as well 


as his Benefits ? -Do you count his Laws your Li- 
berty, his Government not your Bondage, but 


your Privilege, his Service your Freedom? Do 


you go in Chi's Ways, as in Gives or Fetters, 
or do you run with Enlargement of Heart ? 


Q. VIII. WHEN others make Self their End, do 


voi ſet up Go above all as your higheſt End? Is 


it your great Deſign in your whole Courſe of 
Lite to glorify and enjoy Gop ? Do you count 
this your whole Buſineſs and Bleſſedneſs?? Do- 
you make other Buſineſs ſtoop to this ? other In- 


tereſt yield to this? Do your ſouls breathe after 


this above all worldly Good, that Chriſt may be 


magnified in you? Do you count your Name, 


and your Eſtate, as Loſs, and the Delights of 
Senſe but as Puddle-Water, in Compariſon of 
Chrig? \ , : 


Ir Conſcience give a comfortable and clear 
Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, go in Peace: Bleſſed 


are you of the Lord: Gop is your Friend: 


Heaven is your Portion : — is yours: All is 
yours. For he that hath theſe Things ſhall never be 


anoved $ 
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